
Section 29A of MSA, act 131 Waiting Periods. 

 

29A. Waiting periods.  

 

(1) A medical scheme may impose upon a person in respect of whom an application is made for 

membership or admission as a dependant, and who was not a beneficiary of a medical scheme for a 

period of at least 90 days preceding the date of application— 

(a) a general waiting period of up to three months; and 

(b) a condition-specific waiting period of up to 12 months. 

 

(2) A medical scheme may impose upon any person in respect of whom an application is made for 

membership or admission as a dependant, and who was previously a beneficiary of a medical scheme 

for a continuous period of up to 24 months, terminating less than 90 days immediately prior to the 

date of application— 

(a) a condition-specific waiting period of up to 12 months, except in respect of any treatment or 

diagnostic procedures covered within the prescribed minimum benefits; 

(b) in respect of any person contemplated in this subsection, where the previous medical scheme had 

imposed a general or condition-specific waiting period, and such waiting period had not expired at the 

time of termination, a general or condition-specific waiting period for the unexpired duration of such 

waiting period imposed by the former medical scheme. 

 

(3) A medical scheme may impose upon any person in respect of whom an application is made for 

membership or admission as a dependant, and who was previously a beneficiary of a medical scheme 

for a continuous period of more than 24 months, terminating less than 90 days immediately prior to 

the date of application, a general waiting period of up to three months, except in respect of any 

treatment or diagnostic procedures covered within the prescribed minimum benefits. 

 

(4) A medical scheme may not impose a general or a condition-specific waiting period on a 

beneficiary who changes from one benefit option to another within the same medical scheme unless 

that beneficiary is subject to a waiting period on the current benefit option, in which case any 

remaining period may be applied. 

 

(5) A medical scheme may not impose a general or a condition-specific waiting period on a child-

dependant born during the period of membership. 

 

(6) A medical scheme may not impose a general or condition-specific waiting period on a person in 

respect of whom application is made for membership or admission as a dependant, and who was 

previously a beneficiary of a medical scheme, terminating less than 90 days immediately prior to the 

date of application, where the transfer of membership is required as a result of— 

(a) change of employment; or 

(b) an employer changing or terminating the medical scheme of its employees, in which case such 

transfer shall occur at the beginning of the financial year, or reasonable notice must have been 

furnished to the medical scheme to which an application is made for such transfer to occur 

at the beginning of the financial year. 

 

(7) A medical scheme may require an applicant to provide the medical scheme with a medical report 

in respect of any proposed beneficiary only in respect of a condition for which medical advice, 

diagnosis, care or treatment was recommended or received within the 12 month period ending on the 

date on which an application for membership was made. 

 

(8) In respect of members who change medical schemes in terms of subsection (6), where the former 

medical scheme had imposed a general or condition-specific waiting period and such waiting period 

had not expired at the time of termination, the medical scheme to which the person has applied may 

impose a general or condition specific waiting period for the unexpired duration of such waiting 

period imposed by the former medical scheme. 


